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by Roger Amsden
News Correspondent
saNDwicH - The first ac-
tor ever to command a
million dollar paycheck
r a single movie, Claude
Rains, lived a quiet life in
his retirement here in the
mid-1960s.

Rains bought a Greek
Revival farmhouse at the
corner of Route 109 North
and Little Pond Road with
a commanding view of the
nearby mountains in
1963.

Denley Emerson, 88, the
geal estate agent who
handled the transaction
for Rains, says that the
world famous actor kept a
low profile in the commu-
nity, valuing his privacy,
and had little interaction
with townspeople.

Diana Barrie, whose
parents lived just across
the road from Rains, says
that she remembers that
YRains invited her family
over to his house in 1964
when she came up from
Connecticut with her fu-
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FAMED ACTOR CLAUDE RAINS SPENT
“His FINAL YEARS IN SANDWICH

Rte. 109 in Sandwich from 1963 until his death in 1967.

ture husband, Jim, for a
visit.

“He and Jim exchanged
war stories. Rains had
been in the First World

War with a Scottish regi-
ment that wore Kkilts,”
Barrie recalls.

She said that her late
sister, Mary, often ran er-

. Claude Rains lived in this Greek Revival style home at the junction of Little Pond Road and
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rands for Rains and that
her . mother, Bertha
Gotshall, who was the
town’s postmaster, would
often have her take Rains’

mail to him.

Townspeople were also -
protective of his privacy
she recalls.

“Tourists would come up
and ask ‘where does
Claude Rains live?’ and
people would say that
they didn’t know” says
Barrie.

Rains did move an ice
house at the farm closer
to the barn to create a art
studio for his wife, Rose-
mary, who died late in
1964.

Barrie said that after
she died a step-son who 4
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