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by Del Brandt
Contributing Writer

- When Claude Rains, En-
glish-born actor and star of
many stage and screen pro-
ductions, retired to live out
his days in a handsome white
Greek Revival home at the
lower corners in Sandwich,
like any newcomer he ex-
pressed wonderment at some
of the strange-sounding
names New Hampshire
places have adopted, names
Tike Wilmot’s Flat, Hart’s
Location, Horse Corner,
Gee Mill, Crockett’s Cross-
ing, Tattle Point, Ewing’s
Grant, and Hornet Town.

. Talking to a New Hamp-
shire native one day in the
Royal Shakespearean accent
that marked his speech,
Rains commented: “Your
state is beautiful but what
odd names your towns
have.” The local resident had
to agree. “Isuppose,” he said,
“they do sound a bit strange
to an Englishman.” The man
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— Rains in Sandwich

“Greetings From Center

then asked the actor if he
lived in London. “We spent
part of the year there but the
rest of the time we divided
between Chipping Norton,
Bigglewade, and Leighton
Buzzard,” Rains said, with-

but his face as-
quizzical look.
ing gendarme of

hlanca had been any-

Sandwich, New Hampshire”

have also experienced some
difficulty sorting out the
four communities that make
up Sandwich Township in
Carroll County, New
Hampshire. First, there is
Sandwich itself, a place you

<

ride through, past Claude
Rains’ house, enroute to
Center Sandwich, which has
become kind of a tourist
mecca (although, if polled,
most of its residents would
wish it were not so). North
Sandwich is more quiet and
rustic, and East Sandwich is
only a name. The communi-
ties, all charming, are sur-
rounded by lovely moun-
tains, part of which are in
the Sandwich Range, and
within sighting distance, the
Ossipee Mountains. Red
Hill is the dominant moun-
tain facing Center Sandwich,
and Whiteface Mountain
looks down at North Sand-
wich.

There have been many
changes in the face of Sand-
wich Township since the
times when the terrain was

so primeval that only the |
most rugged and persevering |

could survive. Lost to poster-
ity is an inhabited Sandwich

thch_, where many of the

early farms were carved out
of the stretch of wilderness.
The “notch,” devoid of any
settlement to speak of, still -
makes a solid eight or nine-
mile hike or jeep ride
through the area, much of
which remains as it appeared
to the original settlers. Only~
cellar holes and one house
are visible today. Author
Elizabeth Yates, who rode
through the notch in a jeep,
wrote a book, The Road
Through Sandwich Notch,
bringing back through its




