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   On Monday, May 30, 2005, we as a 
Town will be dedicating a new monument 
honoring those who have served our 
country. It has been 59 years since we 
have done so. 
 

   On May 30th, it will be 74 years, to the 
day, since the Town dedicated it‟s first 
monument. On the front lawn of the Town 
Library, the monument on the “right” was 
the first one in town. It is dedicated to the 
World War I Veterans, or as it was known 
in 1931—The World War. 
 

   When I first started looking into details 
of the monuments in town, I quickly 
learned there was no information on file at 
the Town Library, or anywhere else in 
town. So, with a number of trips to Con-
cord Military Records and State Archives, 
National Archives, Waltham, MA; and  
many phone calls to people from town, I 
have complied a record. What follows is 
the story of the town‟s first monument. It is 
still a work in progress…... 
 

Planning the World War Monument 
1931 

 

  The monument is called the 1914-1918 
World War Honor Roll. It was erected in 
1931, two years after the Moultonborough 
Library was constructed creating a anchor 
for the center of town. 
 

   Herbert Hoyt, father of World War I vet-
eran, Percy Hoyt, was credited as the 
driving force to have the town‟s first monu-
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   In the fall of 2004 the Society finally 
began to make major improvements 
inside the Lamprey House. The plan 
was to renovate the kitchen ell to in-
clude a handicap toilet, a utility room, 
and a new handicap entrance on the 
side facing the Town House, and make 
improvements to the first floor of the 
main building so that the display cases 
and other historical artifacts from the 
Town House could be moved into the 
Lamprey House. 
 

   There are always surprises, some 
good and some bad, with all major pro-
jects, especially those involving old 
houses. The work on the Lamprey 
House is no exception. Among many 
unwelcome surprises, demolition work 
revealed that the floor in the kitchen ell 
had no real foundation and that the 
sills there were rotten. The work to re-
pair these problems will eat up much of 
the money that was to be spent for 
bathroom, entrance and utility space. 
 

   There was, however, one welcome 
surprise. When Ward Bird stripped 
away the wall and ceiling coverings in 
the kitchen ell he found the same kind 
of robust post and beam construction 
that distinguishes the first floor of the 
main building, proving that the ell was 
in fact built roughly at the same time as 
the old part of the house, not as part of 
the 1870s renovation. It is clear from 
the construction, however, that these 
were originally two separate structures. 
At some point one building was moved 
next to the other, a common practice in 
the 19th century, or perhaps one of the 
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  It was a rough winter this year with above average snow and ice, so I hope everyone 
survived ok. Unfortunately Stewart and Cynthia Lamprey returned from their annual 
Florida trip to broken baseboard heating pipes, causing extensive damage. They spent 
several weeks at the Berry Pond Motel while the house was being repaired and heat 
restored to the house. We all hope that they and their home will be ok in the very near 
future. 
 

  Despite the weather and because of the weather, the Lamprey House renovations 
continued under the watchful eye of Vic Hamke. The work progressed nicely and now 
there is a paused for the ground thaw and mud season to dry some, for the work to 
continue. Vic is sure the current work plan will be completed in time for our Open 
House ceremony, on July 4th, an hour before the parade.  
 

  We hope as many of you will come and share in the moment of a lot of long hours of 
hard work with many years of effort to get to this point. This will not be the end of the 
effort to restore the Lamprey House, but the beginning of a tangible realization of our 
dream to have a Museum to showcase the treasures of our Town‟s history. 
 

  Thank you to everyone‟s hard work and support in the past, the present, and the fu-
ture on this major undertaking. I hope to see many of you on the morning of the 4th. 
 

                                                                                                            Bruce 
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Meetings 

Monday, July 11th, 2005, at 6:00 pm 
 

The Monthly Meeting will be a Summer Picnic 
At 

The Lamprey House Museum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bring your own Picnic Basket and drink, Desert is provided 
 

Enjoy a Summer Evening with friends while enjoying a look back on 
Summers past by our guest speaker Herbert Twiddy 

 

Boyhood Experiences on Moultonborough Neck Boyhood Experiences on Moultonborough Neck   
Every August 1942Every August 1942 -- 19621962  

 

PLEASE COME and Enjoy the evening. 
(If there is rain, we will move inside the museum) 
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Blue & Gold Campaign 
 

The membership Blue & Gold Campaign has not stopped, it continues on, but the 

success of the program THIS YEAR depends on YOU! 

 

If you can increase the level of your membership PLEASE do so, as every bit helps 

as our operating expenses rise every year, and as we strive to finish the  

Lamprey House Museum 
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Cheryl May, Chair 
 

Cataloging…..Barbara Kelly, Chair 
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Identification of Historic Records 
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Frank Greene & Jane Rice,  
Co-Chairs 
Fred Clark 

Frances Stevens 
 

Town History 
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Mary Jane Dunn 
 

Research, Recording & Writing 
Bruce Garry, Chair 

Jane Rice 
Bill Depuy 
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Judy Ryerson, Chair 
Bill Depuy 

Jack Swedburg 
Jean Vappi 

Fran Vincent 
Frank Greene 

 
Cemetery Records 

Jane Rice…...Chair 
Bruce Garry 
Jan Metcalfe 

Barbara Sheppard 
Frank Greene 

 
Historic Booklets 

Frances Stevens 
Ernest Davis 

 
Lamprey House Museum 

 

Building………...Vic Hamke, Chair 
Philip Barnes 
Keith Nelson 

Robert Lamprey 
 

Museum Development & Planning 
Sheryl Lively & Judy Ryerson 

Co-Chairs 
Barbara Sheppard 

Vic Hamke 
Cindy Oxton 

 
Town House & One Room School 

House 
 

Development & Planning 
Keith Nelson 
Alan Ballard 
David Healy 

Norman Larson 
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   It is wonderful to see a group of people in 
the town trying to help us all learn about 
what has happened over the years to 
make our town special - in other words, 
they're "preserving the past for the future", 
which is the goal of the Moultonborough 
Historical Society . The work is challeng-
ing, ongoing, even inspiring. Many mem-
bers delve into whatever aspects of the 
society 's activities that especially appeal 
to them. Others attend meetings and sup-
port or participate in various planned 
events. New and part-time residents find 
that the society helps them to know the 
town better. All are needed for a vibrant 
organization. And, of course, there is the 
need for financial support, as in the current 
renovation of the Lamprey House, which 
will house more of the town's artifacts. The 
next few years could be exciting as this 
project as well as the relocation and rear-
rangement of the society's artifacts pro-
gress, giving us a much more interesting 
museum. 
 

   This is, indeed an organization where 
members learn together and work together 
- at times with the community or the school 
students. Members, and even an enthusi-
astic person, can really make a difference 
in what makes Moultonborough special. 
Can you imagine a town where much of its 
history is forgotten? We may not be a Stur-
bridge or Williamsburg, but our town has 
history that is worth knowing and preserv-
ing, and history is always in the making. 
 

   Any one interested in helping to make 
this preservation for our town happen can 
inquire about possible positions or commit-

Preserving Town History 
By  Dee Hamke 
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tee activities at monthly meetings as 
listed in these newsletters and reported 
in the town column in the Meredith News. 
New members are especially welcome to 
step in and help carry on the interesting 
and wonderful work of many long-time 
members. 

Town House Update 
By  Bruce Garry 

   The Selectmen have sent us a letter, 
asking us to stay out of the Town House 
until the floor can be shore up. This will 
hopefully be done by mid-May. For those 
who have a key to the Town House, 
please do not enter the building without 
first contacting me 476-2349. 
 

   This is a result of the engineering in-
spection that was conducted under the 
Town House Committee. The report was 
some 25 pages describing the items in 
need of repair to properly restore the 
building. The worst condition was a weak 
area in the floor due to one of the sup-
port beams needs repairs. 
 

   An RSP is now being put together that 
will identify the work scope of the repairs 
to be done to restore the building, and 
make improvements. Once this is fin-
ished, it will go out to bid to get prices to 
do the work. Once this has been accom-
plished, it is planned to be a warrant arti-
cle in next years budget.  
 

   If all goes to the plan in place, it will be 
a year from now before the major work 
will begin. It is expected that the tempo-
rary floor repair will be enough to buy 
time until the major project begins.  
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ment and the first Memorial Day cere-
mony in Moultonborough history . The 
town elected to appropriated $300 at 
the Tuesday, March 11, 1930, 
10:00am Town Meeting, held at the 
Town House . The Town appropriated 
another $300 at the Tuesday, March 
10, 1931, 10:00am Town Meeting, 
again at the Town House . In both 
cases, the appropriations were not a 
Town Warrant article, so it would ap-
pear Herbert Hoyt made a motion in 
both Town Meetings to get the appro-
priations. 
 

   On April 11, 1931, twenty-nine year 
old, Albert Berry , was paid $69.53 for 
grooming the Town Library‟s lawn 
where the monument was placed . 
They also spent $172.63 on shrub-
bery for the lawn . On May 23, 1931, 
seven days before the Memorial Day 
ceremony, T.F. McGaven was paid 
$150.00 for, “Tablet for Library 
Lawn” . The final cost was $100 paid 
to, H. [Herbert] C. Hoyt for “Memorial 
Day Expense” , for a total cost of the 
monument and ceremony of $492.16. 
This was $107.84 under budget. 
 

Dedication of the World War 
Monument 

   

  The Memorial Day ceremonies be-
gan, Saturday, May 30th, at 9:30am. 
The parade marched the short dis-
tance from the Knights of Pythias Hall 
(which was located between the 
Clyde B. Foss Insurance building and 
the Meredith Village Savings Bank are 
today) to the Library lawn. World War 
Veteran Percy Hoyt carried the 
“colors” with eighteen year old Ells-
worth Smith  and Gordon Powers 
playing the drums followed by the 
Quimby School Orchestra of Sand-
wich, to lead the group of Knights of 
Pythias, Pythian Sisters, Grangers, 
World War Veterans: Ben Batchelder, 
Nelson Bruno, Harry Dow, Clark Ev-
ans, Russell Moulton, and Lester 
Wakefield and the school children. 
 

   The ceremony at the library began 
with the Quimby School Orchestra 
playing, “Tenting on the Old Camp 

ñHonoring Those Who Servedò   
(Continued from page 1) 

 

Ground”. Reverend Willard E. 
Streeter offered the prayer. The 
school children sang, “My Country 
„Tis of Thee.” Reverend Streeter than 
gave the dedication speech, followed 
with Moultonboro Grammar School 
student, Thomas Abbott , son of Mr. 
And Mrs. Arthur Abbott, and 
Ambrose Rural School student, Bar-
bara Foss , daughter of Mr. And Mrs. 
Millard “Roy” Foss , unveiled the 
monument. Then nine year old, Wil-
liam Kennon  placed a wreath of 
“Galax leaves surmounted with roses 
resting on tiny flags at the base of the 
tablet in memory of those who paid 
the supreme price for their country.” 
The wreath was donated by a World 
War Veteran now living in town, 

Jesse Kennon, the father of William. 
The school children sang, “America 
the Beautiful” and the Quimby School 
Orchestra play to end the ceremony 
at the library. The crowd then passed 
the tablet one by one, dropping flow-
ers as many returned to the Knights 
of Pythias Hall. 
 

   The service continued at the Hall, 
with special guests seated on the 
stage. Reverend Streeter presided as 
the master of ceremonies. Mrs. 
Mabel Hatch, of Wolfeboro and Dr. 
Fred Clow. The only two remaining 
Civil War widows: Mrs. Almina Shaw 
and Mrs. Ida Hayes. Gold Star par-

ents of sons who died in service, 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Glidden, of 
Harold Glidden, and Mrs. Orville 
Bartlett, mother of Frank D. Bart-
lett. To round out the those on the 
stage was organizer Herbert Hoyt, 
and Charles B. Hoyt who helped 
make the arrangements for the 
day. 
 

   The gathering heard the speak-
ers as they were introduced by 
Reverend Streeter, Mrs. Mabel 
Hatch, Herbert Hoyt, Dr. Clow, 
Charles B. Hoyt, and Miss. Clara 
G. “Mildred” Forbes , a pastor from 
Wilmot, New Hampshire. 
 

   The school children were very 
in-

volved in the ceremonies for the 
day, from Center Harbor School, 
Lower Moultonboro Neck School, 
and the Ambrose School. Center 
Harbor School had Mildred Mayo, 
Mary Brown, Natalie Brown, and 
Viola Lunney. From Lower Moul-
tonboro Neck School were Byron 
Cochran, who gave the Gettys-
burg Address. Eleanor Solomon 
played piano solo, and Selden 
Beede did a reading. Moultonboro 
Corner School pupils Ruth Shaw 

 
(Continued on page 6) 
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   Back about December or so, I went 
to a library meeting at the Conway 
Public Library which included a tour of 
the Henney History Room, a wonderful 
resource for local history and geneal-
ogy pertaining to Carroll County towns 
and families. One of the tips I picked 
up was concerning historic images 
that can be found on E-Bay. They 
have a picture of the week on their 
website which they sometimes 
download from a postcard or other 
photo that may be for sale on this 
online auction site. One thing has led 

to another, and I have purchased sev-
eral items from E-Bay that pertain to 
Moultonboro history, including a pic-
ture of Percy Kelley‟s sawmill from a 
different point of view than the usual 
postcard images; a picture of the 
Moultonboro fire truck bought in 1937 
when it was just leaving the factory; 
and two stereopticon cards showing 
images of the scenic waterfalls at Os-
sipee Mountain Park. 
 

   I have added the sawmill and the fire 
truck picture to the Society album of 
historic Moultonboro pictures, which is 
currently at the public library, and the 
stereoviews are at my house at the 
moment, since I happen to have a 
stereopticon to view them on. Of 
course, I‟m quite willing to share the 
images with any Society members or 
others who would like to scan them for 
their own enjoyment. One of the 
stereoview cards lists 14 other images 
of Ossipee Mountain Park that were 
published by this one company, and 
there is at least one other publisher 

(Continued on page 10) 

   One of the leading personalities of 
Moultonboro in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s was James E. French, 
and with the big new addition to the 
library getting underway, it seems an 
appropriate time to look back at one 
of the local movers and shakers who 
helped to make the original 1929 
building possible. 
 
   James E. French Jr. was born in 
Tuftonboro in 1845, and moved to 
Moultonboro at age six. He was edu-
cated in the “common schools” of our 
town and at the New Hampshire 
Conference Seminary in Tilton, the 
predecessor of Tilton School. He was 
“engaged in the mercantile business 
at Moultonborough” from 1869 to 
1884, when he retired to pursue poli-
tics. He continued to own the store, 
however, and it operated under the 
management of Hamlin Huntress. He 
was elected town clerk in 1870, and 
was both moderator and treasurer for 
40 years, and chairman of the school 
board 18 years. He was postmaster 
from 1873-1884. He was also a Ma-
son, a member of the Grange, and 
attended the Methodist Church. He 
sold insurance, and was a Justice of 
the Peace.  
 
   In state offices, he was elected to 
the state legislature in 1878 and 
again in 1879, when there used to be 
annual sessions and members were 
elected each year. He shows up 
again in legislative records in 1897, 
as chairman of the committee on 
claims. In 1899 he was chairman of 
the railroad committee, perhaps be-
cause Moultonboro had no railroads 
and he could be perceived as a neu-
tral party. He had also served as a 
railroad commissioner from 1879-
1883, at that time a very powerful 
office in state government; Deputy 
Collector of Internal Revenue from 

1882-1886, and Deputy Commis-
sioner for the district of Maine, 
New Hampshire and Vermont from 
1889 to 1893. He was also a State 
Senator in 1887.  
 
   James E. French Sr. bought the 
store in town, now known as “The 
Old Country Store” in 1851. He 
was appointed Postmaster in 
1861, and the post office was lo-
cated in the store. He also gave 
the bell to the Methodist church 
which still hangs in the steeple. In 
1873, Jim French, Jr. succeeded 
his father as store owner and post-
master. He was also lawyer and 
had his law office in the ell on the 
east end at the rear of the store. In 
the midst of all these tasks, he 
was also one of the first library 
trustees in 1897, along with four 
other worthy citizens, and served 
until 1918. He was treasurer of the 
library for many years, and the 
library was located in the store. He 
left the sum of $5,000 in his will for 
the construction of a town library 
at Moultonboro Corner, which by 
the time the library building was 
built had grown to $8,000.  

 
(Continued on page 8) 
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A Founder of the  
Moultonborough 
 Public Library  

James E. French 
By  James Rice 

Images of Moultonborough 
By  Jane Rice 
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read “In Flanders Field” with Robert 
Lamprey giving the response. Another 
reading was given by Everett Bodge. 
A group from the Ambrose School did 
a flag and wand drill. 
 

   Mrs. Ethel Carter and Mrs. Eva 
Bodge sang “Sleep Comrades Sleep”, 
with the last number of the day was 
Red Cross nurses and soldiers sitting 
around a camp fire singing “Tenting on 
the Camp Ground Tonight”.  
 

   To help with the crowd and traffic, 
Curtis A. Prime provide the police ser-
vice, with Wesley Mason as a special 
officer. 
 

The World War Monument 
    

   A close review of the bronze marker 
shows some last minute changes were 
made to add Russell Moulton, Clark 
Evans, and Frank C. Greene. Russell 
Moulton was probably an oversight. 
Clark Evans had remained in the U.S. 
Army after the war and may not have 
come home by 1931. Frank “E.” 
Greene had been put on the bronze 
marker, but he was not accepted into 
the service, so it appears it was an 
error of putting an “E” instead of a “C”. 
If the person from town who gave the 
list of names to T.F. McGaven, the 
company who manufactured the tab-
let, was incorrect, it would have cost 
the town to have another tablet made. 
A making a new tablet also might have 
meant that it would not have been 
ready in time for the Memorial Day 
ceremony. So Frank E. Greene was 
left on and Frank C. Greene was 
added. 
 

   There are 33 names on the tablet. 
Six names have gold stars for having 
died in service, and they are: 
 
   Private Frank D. Bartlett, 22, U.S. 
Marines. He died of disease at the 
U.S. Marine Corps hospital on Staten 
Island, New York. Bartlett had service 
before the war, serving in the U.S. 
Army 9th Infantry Division, in the Phil-
ippines guarding supply ships. Many in 

    ñHonoring Those Who 
Servedò 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

the 9th Infantry Division were con-
verted to the U.S. Marines due to the 
“ship duty” they were performing. 
Frank was buried at Mason Ceme-
tery. His parents were Orville G. and 
Alice F. Bartlett . 
 

   Patrick Cunningham. Has been 
the most difficult to learn about. 
There are no known Military Service 
records on Patrick. The only record in 
Concord on Cunningham is under the 
draft records. His Draft Number was 
#589, and was ordered to report to 
Camp Upton, Yaphank, New York on 
September 4, 1918 . On this record, 
Patrick Cunningham is crossed out, 
along with another man, as “missing”.  

He is listed on another draft record 
for June 1917 showing his town ad-
dress as Moultonboro, NH, with his 
draft number #589 . We learned from 
a trip to the National Archives, in 
Waltham, MA, from Patrick‟s Draft 
Registration Card, that on June 5, 
1917, when he registered, he was 28 
years old. He worked for Herbert Du-
maresq on the Kona farm, in Moul-
tonborough. His trade was “farming”. 
He was born August 22, 1888, in 
County Down, Northern Ireland. He 
states he is a citizen of Great Britain, 
of medium build, medium height, 
dark brown hair, with blue eyes. Pat-
rick was also single.  
 

   A letter from the National Archives 
and Records Administration, College 

Park, Maryland, stated it could not 
confirm if he had died in service . 
At this time we do not know when 
he entered the service, his branch 
of service, nor how or where he 
died. Clearly though, he must 
have been known in town and had 
died in the service of his country 
by those who knew him. 
 

   Corporal Leroy E. Dow, 26, 
U.S. Army, Company F, 103rd 
Infantry Regiment, 52nd Infantry 
Brigade, 26th Infantry “Yankee” 
Division. He was Killed in Action, 
in the September 1918 campaign 
at St. Mihiel, France. His body was 
returned to the U.S. and he was 
buried in the Melvin Village Ceme-
tery. His older brother, Private 
Harry E. Dow , also served, but 
was kept on active duty for two 
months in the New Hampshire 
Army National Guard at Camp 
Keyes, Concord, NH. Their par-
ents were James and Lizzie Dow. 
 

   Private Harold E. Glidden, 24, 

U.S. Army, Battery F, 303rd Artil-
lery Regiment, 151st Artillery Bri-
gade, 76th Infantry Division. Soon 
after arriving at Camp Devens, 
Massachusetts, Harold took ill and 
died in the U.S. Army hospital af-
ter only four months service. Har-
old was buried at Mason Ceme-
tery. He was the only son of Oscar 
D. and Eva A. Glidden , . 
 

   Private Ralph L. Mack, 26, U.S. 

Army, Battery B, 46th Coastal Ar-
tillery Corps. Ralph died of dis-
ease either on the ship sailing to 
France, or just as his unit arrived 
in France. He body was returned 
to the U.S. and is interned at Ma-
son Cemetery. His parents were 
Fred F. and Nellie E. Mack . 
Ralph‟s mother‟s name was Nellie 
Hubbard when she applied for his 
death bonus, and is buried next to 
him with the same name . 
 

   Private John H. Moulton, 32, 
U.S. Army, Company F, 103rd 
Infantry Regiment, 52nd Infantry 
Brigade, 26th Infantry “Yankee” 

 
(Continued on page 9) 
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FLAG TRIBUTEFLAG TRIBUTE  
  

I have a message for you.  It concerns you and me.  I am your Flag, your American Flag, some folks call I have a message for you.  It concerns you and me.  I am your Flag, your American Flag, some folks call 
me Old Glory and others call me Stars and Stripes.  But, nevertheless what ever they call me, I represent me Old Glory and others call me Stars and Stripes.  But, nevertheless what ever they call me, I represent 
you, your country and everything you have.you, your country and everything you have.  
  

I believe it was Armistice  Veterans Day, quite a number of I believe it was Armistice  Veterans Day, quite a number of 
years ago, I lead the parade down the street in your home years ago, I lead the parade down the street in your home 
town.  The band followed me and then the marching units town.  The band followed me and then the marching units 
keeping in step to the music.  People lined on both sides of keeping in step to the music.  People lined on both sides of 
the street, and there I saw your Mom and Dad.  He stood the street, and there I saw your Mom and Dad.  He stood 
very erect and removed his hat, placing it over his heart in very erect and removed his hat, placing it over his heart in 
salute and Mom also promptly game me the heart salute.  salute and Mom also promptly game me the heart salute.  
Then there was little sister and she too saluted me.  Just Then there was little sister and she too saluted me.  Just 
across the way were some soldiers and they gave me the across the way were some soldiers and they gave me the 
military salute, as I passed them.  military salute, as I passed them.    
  

I am proud, very proud, and even the sum that slipped out I am proud, very proud, and even the sum that slipped out 
from under the clouds, verified my pride; for it glorified from under the clouds, verified my pride; for it glorified 
with high lights, my stars and stripes as I unfurled in the with high lights, my stars and stripes as I unfurled in the 
movement of the breeze.movement of the breeze.  
  

Years have gone by and it is presently now.  I am still the Years have gone by and it is presently now.  I am still the 
same Grand Old Flag, and two more stars have been same Grand Old Flag, and two more stars have been 
added to my field of blue since then.  Much more blood has added to my field of blue since then.  Much more blood has 
been shed and Mom and Dad arenõt on the parade side-been shed and Mom and Dad arenõt on the parade side-
lines anymore.  Even you home town has taken on a face lines anymore.  Even you home town has taken on a face 
lifting.  There has been a change, a cold change.lifting.  There has been a change, a cold change.  
  

As I cam down your street, you, yes you, stood there, hands in pocket looking around.  I tried to wave, As I cam down your street, you, yes you, stood there, hands in pocket looking around.  I tried to wave, 
but you salute me not.  I did catch a glimpse of a man proceeding to remove his had and shyly looking but you salute me not.  I did catch a glimpse of a man proceeding to remove his had and shyly looking 
to both sides and seeing no one else doing it, he quickly put his hat back on.  I ask you; Is it a shame to to both sides and seeing no one else doing it, he quickly put his hat back on.  I ask you; Is it a shame to 
be patriotic?be patriotic?  
  

Then my memories reminisced from Valley Forge to Vietnam and how the hopes of mankind Iõd held Then my memories reminisced from Valley Forge to Vietnam and how the hopes of mankind Iõd held 
high.  I visioned the Marines who raised me at Mt. Suribachi on the Isle of  Iwo Jima.  I could hear the high.  I visioned the Marines who raised me at Mt. Suribachi on the Isle of  Iwo Jima.  I could hear the 
words of Francis Scott Key when he saw me in the early down flying over Fort Sumter, after an all words of Francis Scott Key when he saw me in the early down flying over Fort Sumter, after an all 
nightõs  bombardment.nightõs  bombardment.  
  

Then last I thought, have my people forgotten what I stand for?  Have you forgotten? Have they not Then last I thought, have my people forgotten what I stand for?  Have you forgotten? Have they not 
read or looked at the roll calls?  Have not you looked at them?read or looked at the roll calls?  Have not you looked at them?  
  

For when you salute me you are actually saluting them;  The defenders of Freedom For when you salute me you are actually saluting them;  The defenders of Freedom ðð  men and women men and women 
who answered their countryõs call and all lovers of liberty.  who answered their countryõs call and all lovers of liberty.    
  

I hope to be coming down your street soon again.  Will you reimburse my pride, my America, with your I hope to be coming down your street soon again.  Will you reimburse my pride, my America, with your 
salute?  For it is said, as long as men love liberty more than life itself, so long will I be your Banner of salute?  For it is said, as long as men love liberty more than life itself, so long will I be your Banner of 
these United States of America.these United States of America.  

Submitted by American Legion Auxiliary 
 

As printed in The Meredith News, June 10, 1971 

 
What would YOU change for this tribute to fit today?  

Flag Day - June 14th 
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Martha French, (Mrs. James E. French Jr.) 
was also a force in the creation of the li-
brary. After the boarding house known as 
“The Homestead” burned in 1923, she en-
gineered a land swap in 1924 giving the 
Blanchard‟s, owners of "The Homestead" 
and Adele's grandparents, the house 
where Adele Taylor now lives, (across from 
the Moultonboro Emporium), in return for 
the Homestead property, and then donated 
the former Homestead property to the 
town, under the condition that a library 
building be built within seven years. Over 
the fireplace in the library hangs a bronze 
plaque dedicated to the memory of James 
French, “who for many years spared no 
effort on behalf of the Town of Moultonbor-
ough.”  

 
   An anecdote of unknown origin which is 
found in our files tells the following story 
about James E. French. “For many years, 
around the time of World War I, Moulton-
borough was represented in the legislature 
by “Uncle Jim” French. He was chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee and the 
“watch dog of the treasury.” As such he 
was one of the most influential men in the 
New Hampshire state government.  
 
   It was only natural that the people of 
Moultonborough were proud of their fellow-

James E. French 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

citizen and each year they honored him 
by electing him the moderator of the town 
meeting. Ballots were small slips of paper 
with the candidate‟s name thereon. One 
year “Uncle Jim” was counting the ballots 
for moderator and found one for some 
person other than himself. Holding up the 
ballot before the assembled group, he 
asked: “Who cast this ballot?” Of course, 
there was no response, so “Uncle Jim” 
rolled up the ballot between his thumb 
and forefinger into a little ball which he 
threw to one side with the comment: “It 
must have been a mistake.”  
 
   James E. French died in 1919, in Moul-
tonboro. Both of his wives were named 
Martha. His second wife, who saw the 
library through, was 36 years younger 
than James, and she died in 1933. 

 We welcome any and all contributions 
for future issues. Remember this is your 
newsletter. Feel free to contact either 
Bruce Garry or Jane Rice. 

 
Bruce Garry...............476-2349 
E-Mailéé..bgarry999@verizon.net 
 

Jane Riceé................476-5108 
E-Mailé...é.moultnews@hotmail.com 

Committees 

 
Maintenance…...David 
Healy,Chair 

Ernest Davis 
Fran Vincent 

 

Librarian 
Jane Rice 

 
Moultonborough Schools  

Coordinator 
Nancy Depuy 

 
Society Newsletter 

Bruce Garry,Chair 
Jane Rice, Fran Vincent 

 
Publicity 

Jane Rice, Judy Ryerson 
Co-Chairs 

 
Service Learning 

Vic Hamke, Bill Depuy, Co-
Chairs 

Bruce Garry, Barbara Sheppard 

 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Society Yearbook 
Barbara Shepard 

Dee Hamke  
Fran Vincent 

 
Society Membership 

Fran Vincent, Chair 
Jan Metcalfe, Bob Lamprey 

 
Hospitality 

Jean Vappi, Chair 
Fran Vincent 

 
Nominating 

Society Directors 
 

 
Monthly Programs & Society 

Events 
Society Executive Board 

 
Annual Flea Market 

Cindy Oxton, Chair 
 

Annual Raffle 
Vacant, Chair 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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In Fond Memory 
 

of 
 

Mrs. Laurie Sutherland 
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Add New Members: 
 

Corrections: 
 

ñHansenò (Albert & Celelia) is 
the correct spelling 
 
Mrs. Robert Parsons phone # 
279-8189 
 
Ruth Wise E-Mail  
ruth157@webtv.net 
 
Mrs. Constance Garry 
ñ38ò Garvan St. 

Corrections to the 2005-

2006 

Yearbook 

Bronze 
 

Silver 
 
 

Life 
 

Life Gold 

New 

Bronze-Gold 

Members 

Income   

Dues 1,271 

Interest Income 41 

Sale of Cemetery Books 176 

Contributions Received 10 

TOTAL INCOME 1,498 

  

Expenses  

Bank Charges 32 

Printing of Cemetery Books 375 

Supplies 11 

Postage 37  

Insurance  1,193 

Miscellaneous 14  

Utilities 166 

TOTAL EXPENSES 1,828 

  

Balance of Income and Expenses  (330) 

  
Lamprey House Building Project Paid 20,000 

  

ASSETS   

MHS Checking Account - MVSB 6,446 

TOTAL CASH AND BANK ACCOUNTS  6,446 

Moultonborough Historical Societyõs  
Income, Expenses, and Assets Processed 

 January 1 - April 1, 2005   
By Treasurer Kathy Garry 

Division. He was Killed in Action, July 
6, 1918, in the Defensive Sector, 
France. John‟s body was not returned 
to the U.S., so he was buried at Aisne
-Marne American Cemetery, Belleau, 
France. Family must not have claimed 
his body to have it returned to the 
U.S. at the governments expense. His 
family is not very clear. In the 1900 
U.S. Census, John was a “servant” at 
the home of Horace A. and Clara J. 
Smith, who had an 80 Acre farm to 
work . He was only 13 at the time. 
The only known relative was a sister, 

    ñHonoring Those Who 
Servedò 

(Continued from page 6) 

Mrs. John Pratt, of “Water Village”, 
NH. She wrote letters to Ossippee and 
Moultonborough, to learn of his town 
of residence so she could apply for 
bonus awarded to the closest family 
member for having died while in the 
service. John was resident of Moulton-
borough and it appears Mrs. Pratt was 
paid the bonus. 
 

   At the bottom of the World War 
Monument you will find the following 
words: 
 

ñGreater love hath no man than 
this. That a man lay down his life 

for his friendsò 



10 

April  2005                                                                                www.moultonboroughhistory.org                                               Moultonborough Historical Society 

buildings was built next to a slightly 
earlier one and attached to it. 
 

   The exposure of the post and 
beam structure affirmatively answers 
one open question--was the kitchen 
part of Simon Moulton's house? But 
it simultaneously poses another 
question. There is about a two foot 
gap between the end of the frame of 
the kitchen and the beginning of the 
frame of the main house. If one 
structure had built to be attached to 
the other, why not join it directly to 
the earlier structure? Or if a separate 
structure, either from another prop-
erty or another part of this property 
had been moved into place while 
didn't they butt it up tight. Perhaps 
the process of moving it would not 
allow a snug fit. More examination of 
the structure might reveal the an-
swer. And fortunately future work on 
the kitchen will allow that because 
there are no immediate plans to 
cover the walls and ceiling and, in all 
likelihood, the ceiling, at least, will be 
left exposed so that the handsome 
old beams, and the structural story 
they tell, will be on display for all to 
admire. 
 

   The fact that this old building is still 
telling tales is one of its more en-
dearing qualities 
 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
by Vic Hamke 

 

   Progress on the Lamprey House 
project continued through the winter. 
The sheet rock on the walls of the 
front room is completed, and seal 
coat will be applied when the air is 
warmer and drier. The finished trim 
around the windows will be delayed 
by plan until there are funds to cover 
the expense. Painting will be done by 
Society members soon after. 
 

   The old kitchen area is on tempo-
rary hold, waiting for the frost to 
thaw. Then we will fill with pea stone 
and a concrete slab, poured with 
radiant heat coils within. This part is 
funded and expected to be com-
pleted in April. Completion of the 
electrical work will also be done. We 
will be ready for the July 4th Open 
House. 

hoping to add to the historical files 
here at the library and they can also 
be shared with the Historical Soci-
ety when we have a better place for 
our archives. There was a wonder-
ful letter from Martha Shannon of 
Moultonboro in 1875 that told about 
a big snowstorm and how she had 
to carry water to the cow because 
the barn door was snowed up, 
which I bid on and didn‟t get, be-
cause I didn‟t check on it before the 
bidding closed. If by any chance our 
members know where this went to, 
I‟m sure the Society would be very 
pleased to have a copy. The same 
goes for the picture of one of the 
houses near Moultonboro Falls, 
reflected in the waters of Lee‟s 
Pond (before the trees grew up too 
much), which I also missed out on. 
This would have been a great ac-
quisition since the house is no 
longer standing.  

that also put out views of this popular 
scenic spot, so I‟m hoping to collect 
more of them. I might mention that we 
already have a stereo of “The Home-
stead” boarding house in Moultonboro 
in our collection. 
 

   Society member Richard Wakefield 
has already amassed a wonderful col-
lection of Moultonboro images on old 
postcards, so I‟m leaving that field of 
endeavor to him, unless I spot some-
thing that I‟m sure he doesn‟t already 
have. As a member of the photograph 
committee of our Society, its in my long-
range plan to scan these postcards and 
put them on a CD-ROM so that those 
interested can access them without hav-
ing to bother Mr. Wakefield too often, 
and so that they can be printed, 
emailed, or otherwise used once they 
are in digital format.  
 

   I mention this because it‟s a conven-
ient way to add some images that we 
didn‟t previously have to our collections, 
and also to inform anyone else in our 
Society who might have this brilliant 
idea that I‟m doing this and am happy to 
donate or share the images so that we 
can all appreciate them without bidding 
against one another. So if you see 
“jpr216” on an E-Bay bid, that‟s me.  
 

   Besides images, there have also been 
some written materials, including period 
magazine articles on Ossipee Mountain 
Park and Castle in the Clouds, that I‟m 

Images of Moultonborough 
(Continued from page 5) 
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FLEA MARKET FLEA MARKET   
&&  

  CRAFT FAIRCRAFT FAIR  
Saturday - August 6, 2005 

 

PLAN ON IT!  We need YOUR  help in making this year's event a 

success. Everyone can help in some way. Please assist us in the Societyõs 

largest fundraiser of the year:  
 

Donations: As you start your winter / spring cleaning, please think of 

the Society. We need as many treasured items as possible. Start collecting 

now, and ask your friends and neighbors to save things.  
 

No large items (such as stuffed chairs, sofas, etc.), clothing, National Geo-

graphic , textbooks, & electronics/computers will be accepted. Single 

glasses do not sell, nor do appliances that do not work.  
 

Due to the status of the Lamprey House and Town House, please hold 

your items until we can store them, hopefully by mid-May. Please call 

Cindy Oxton after the first of May to make arrangements to turn your 

items in. We really need your help with this during the transition period.  

 
 

If you have any questions on the Fair please call 

Cindy Oxton  (284-7112)  
 

Everyone's help is especially needed this year to make this 

Flea Market / Craft Fair a success in 2005.  
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In This Issue...   The Town Honors ñThose Who Servedò  by Bruce Garry 

Membership Fees 
 

Student        $  2.00/Yr. 

Individual        8.00/Yr.  

Family            15.00/Yr  

Life               100.00 
 

To Join Please Contact : 
 

Fran Vincent 

(603) 253-6250  

Moultonborough Historical Society 

P.O. Box 659 

Moultonborough, NH 03254 

 

 

 

Place Address Label Here 

 

 

stamp 

www.moultonboroughhistory.org 
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