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   Most everyone who lives here, and tens 
or hundreds of thousands of visitors, have 
climbed Red Hill over the past few centu-
ries, and we see it on the skyline from just 
about anywhere in the northern Lakes 
Region, but many may not be familiar with 
the centuries of history that pertain to this 
familiar everyday landmark. There’s 
probably enough out there to fill a book, or 
at least a pamphlet, but I’ll try and outline 
a few of the most interesting points in this 
article and leave the rest for another occa-
sion. 
 
   Those who have an interest in geology 
have heard of the famous “ring dike” of 
the Ossipee range, formed by the col-
lapse, while still three miles underground, 
of a magma reservoir, during the Missis-
sippian geological time period, about 
250,000,000 years ago. Red Hill is also a 
ring dike, and the dike, a ring-shaped for-
mation about 2.5 miles wide, is formed of 
an unusual mineral called nephelite-
sodalite syenite, Red Hill being the only 
place it is found in New Hampshire, 
though samples from Red Hill are said to 
be in many geological laboratories. This 
crumbling rock was mined from the Horne 
Quarry, near the Horne cellar hole, to be 
used in road construction.  
 
   A “boulder train” of coarse black and 
white syenite from Red Hill has been 
traced southeastward across the Win-
nipesaukee region and for up to 20 miles 
into Maine, where boulders from the 
slopes of Red Hill were torn away from 
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   The Moultonborough Historical Soci-
ety lost one of its most important mem-
bers recently, with the death of Vic 
Hamke. In addition to being President 
of the Society, most recently in 2004, 
Vic had for years, almost single-
handedly, supervised the renovation of 
the Society's headquarters, the Lam-
prey Building. Sadly Vic did not live to 
see the successful conclusion of all his 
efforts; yet he knew it was well on its 
way to being finished, in the way he 
would have wanted.  
 
   The Society knows the great debt it 
owes to Vic Hamke. In honor of his 
hard work and dedication, the member-
ship elected to call the building con-
necting the main house and barn, The 
Vic Hamke Building. The Hamke build-
ing will be used to preserve sensitive 
historical documents and artifacts that 
require temperature and humidity con-
trols.    
 
   This long project began back in 1994 
when the much neglected building ad-
jacent to the Historical Society's bor-
rowed headquarters at the old Town 
House, came on the market. The lot 
was large and the proximity to the 
Town House tantalizing. In addition, 
while the building was then unappeal-
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Victor Hamke 
1928—2005 

 
This Newsletter is dedicated to our fellow member and 

friend of our Community and the Moultonborough  
Historical Society. His contribution to preserve and 

display the history of our town, with his untiring  
efforts to complete the renovation of the Lamprey 
House as the home of the Moultonborough History 
Museum will touch the lives of generations yet to 

come. 
 

We miss him dearly! 
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   One of the missions of the Society is to 
preserve old photographs which show 
Moultonboro as it once was, and we have 
three binders full of interesting views which 
are currently stored at the Moultonboro 
Library. This summer we have received 
several additions to the collection, includ-
ing those which George Sanborn salvaged 
from Lloyd Smith's old house on Moulton-
boro Neck Road, many of which pertain to 
Dana Hanson and his family. Also, we re-
ceived a nice view of the Tom Davis house 
on Moultonboro Neck thanks to Penny 
Batchelder and copies of postcards be-
longing to Roger Kelley which show the old 
sawmill that belonged to his father, and the 
now-vanished "Cluster Cove" house on 
Lake Shore Drive. 
 

   Jane Rice has purchased a couple of 
interesting views on Ebay, including one of 
the brand new Moultonboro fire truck in 
1937, just as it left the factory, and a back 
view of the sawmill at the outlet of Lake 
Kanasatka which is unusual. She is also 
collecting stereopticon views of Moulton-
boro and Center Harbor which might lead 
to a presentation when there are enough of 
them. 
 

   Also new are some pages from a photo 
album showing Esther Richardson, and 
including views of Moultonboro village, 
including the Meloon house at Moultonboro 
Falls, recently renovated, the Isaac Moul-
ton house which is now Laconia Savings 
Bank, the former Richardson home now 
renovated into offices for Lacewood and 
Remax, and the Methodist parsonage and 
Blanchard Grain Store, which are now 
gone. 

Old Photo’s Collection 

Memorial Books  
By  Jane Rice 

   In memory of former Society President, 
Vice President and Director Victor 
Hamke, the Society has presented a 
book to the Moultonboro Public Library. 
We always try to choose something re-
lated the local, state or New England 
history, and since Vic was an avid hiker, 
completing all the 4,000 foot summits in 
the state, it seemed that a book combin-
ing hiking and history would fit the bill. 
Just such a book, published this summer 
by the University Press of New England, 
is "White Mountain Wilderness: A Photo-
graphic Journey to New Hampshire’s 
Most Rugged Places", by Jerry and 
Marcy Monkman.  
 
  The Monkman’s book includes many 
wonderful photos of the White Moun-
tains, and one of the most interesting 
sections is a series of "then and now", 
comparisons showing how much the for-
est has recovered from the extensive 
logging that took place a century ago. A 
list of this and all books donated by the 
Society in memory of former members is 
maintained at the library and can be re-
viewed by anyone interested. We have 
accumulated quite a number of classic 
works on the history of our area that are 
well worth reading. 

an operating engineer for the Socony-
Vacuum Oil Co. In 1953, he married 
Ardelia Hutchins in Melrose, Mass. He 
was employed by General Electric for 
31 years as an engineer and manager 
in the manufacturing of steam turbines. 
 

   In 1983 he and his wife retired to 
Moultonborough. He restored and sold 
three houses in the Lakes Region. Vic 
was President, Vice President, and a 
Director of the Society 
 

   He shared interests with his wife in 
skiing, canoeing, sailing, mountain 
climbing and travel. He was a member 
of the Appalachian Mountain Club and 
its Four Thousand Footer Club of New 
Hampshire along with his son's. He 
was a friendly, good-hearted man, al-
ways ready to lend a helping hand to 
his friends or anyone who needed it. 

   Victor Lee Hamke, 77, died, Monday,  
Sept. 19, 2005. 
 

   He was born March 10, 1928 in Niagara 
Falls, N.Y., the son of Julius and Mary 
(Ward) Hamke. He was a graduate of 
Massena (N.Y.) High School and SUNY 
(State University of New York) Maritime 
College. 
   He sailed around the world, working as 
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their point of origin by the continental gla-
cier of the last Ice Age, and were broken 
and distributed by the ice as it moved in a 
southeasterly direction. “The Pebble”, a 
40-foot long boulder along the entrance 
road to “Castle in the Clouds”, originated 
on Red Hill, along with an estimated 800 
million cubic feet of rock, sand and clay 

that was removed by the glacier and dis-
tributed across southern Carroll County. 
Stamp Act Island in Lake Wentworth has 
a high concentration of this rock, possibly 
because a huge boulder was carried 
there by the ice and then broken up. In 
the Carroll County History, it is said that a 
ledge of iron ore existed near the Cook 
homestead, and a crowbar was made 
from iron smelted by Jacob Webster of 
Sandwich.  
 
   The first visit to the summit that I have 
been able to find was described in a 
deposition to the Massachusetts legisla-
ture in 1665, by Peter Weare, thus; 
“Having often times travailed the country, 
some of the natives allwaies with me, 
which hath from time to time affirmed that 
the lake called Winnipaseket issues into 
the river of Merremake, and having some 
Indians with me upon the north side of 
said lake, upon a great mountayne, did 
see the said lake which the Indians did 
affirme issues into the aforesaid river.” 
 
   Among other early visitors to Red Hill 
who left written records was Timothy 
Dwight, President of Yale from 1795-
1817. He traveled widely throughout New 
England, and in September, 1817 rode 
horseback to the summit of “Red Moun-
tain”, where he found “a prospect worth 

Red Hill: A History 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

not only the trouble of the ascent, but of 
our whole journey.” Monadnock was visi-
ble 70 miles away, “like a blue cloud in 
the skirt of the horizon.” He also called 
Winnipesaukee “Wentworth” and Squam 
Lake “Sullivan”, in a move to name land-
marks after prominent historical figures 
which also saw Red Hill at one time be-
ing called after Governor Wentworth, ac-
cording to an article in the “Granite 
Monthly” of 1918. Another source points 
to a British Admiral Warren who fought 
the French and had the hill named in his 
honor at one time. It is called “Red Moun-
tain” on the map done by Jeremy 
Belknap in 1791. All sources assert that 
the redness of the hill in autumn is the 
source of the current name, whether it is 
produced by the red oak leaves, blueber-
ries, or by bearberries, as stated in 
Sweetser’s White Mountain Guide of 
1918. 
 
   The Center Harbor Historical Society 
has the “Red Mountain Album” in which 
members of the Cook family, who lived in 
the saddle between the two summits for 
many years, recorded the visitors to their 
hilltop between 1833 and the 1860s. One 
notable visitor on July 9, 1835, was 
Franklin Pierce, in later years the Presi-
dent of the United States. Frank Greene 
has written an extensive essay on the 
history of the Cook family of Red Hill, 
which is available at the Moultonboro 
Library, for those who wish to read more 
of this family, who guided visitors to the 
summit and provided hospitality, includ-
ing blueberries and milk in season. Jona-
than Cook was a Revolutionary War vet-
eran. A drawing in the logbook by a Ger-
man visitor in 1851 is our only visual ref-
erence to the Cook farm buildings, but 
the cellar holes are still plainly visible if 

(Continued on page 7) 

 We welcome any and all contributions 
for future issues. Remember this is your 
newsletter. Feel free to contact either 
Bruce Garry or Jane Rice. 

 
Bruce Garry...............476-2349 
E-Mail……..bgarry999@verizon.net 
 

Jane Rice…................476-5108 
E-Mail…...….moultnews@hotmail.com 
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Just Three Rocks 
By: Madelyn Maroun 

 
These are not regular rocks 

These are not rocks for skipping or throwing or for kicking 
If you listen these rocks tell something more 

 
At all different times for three different wars 

Young men left their homes 
In Moultonborough 

 
They were brothers, fathers, uncles, neighbors, husbands, 

sons, and friends 
They left their wives, daughters, nieces, sisters 

To put their life on the line for our country 
 

Read those names while you read 
You might see stars by some names 

Those people laid down there lives for our country 
 

Now reach down inside you, go and see those rocks 
Touch those raised names 

You will feel pride in your heart 
 

One rock whispers “Greater love hath no man than this, 
That A man lay down his life for his friends.” 

 
These are not regular rocks 

A Step Back In Time 
By: Kaitlin Hart 

 
It’s 2005 and I’m standing in the Old Country Store 

Its ancient walls around me 
The musty smell in the air 

And the sound of wind chimes from the back room 
 

It’s 1800 and I’m standing in the Old Country Store 
People dropping off their mail 

The noises from the meeting upstairs 
And the smell of smoke from the pipes of the men 

 
It’s 1900 and I’m standing in the Old Country Store 
Tired travelers buying items for the journey ahead 

The clip-clop of horse hoofs outside 
And the occasional scent of worn leather 

 
It’s 2005 and I’m beginning to appreciate the Old Country Store 

Its ancient walls around me 
The musty smell in the air 

And the sound of wind chimes from the back room 

The Call 
By: Alicia Winsor 

  
Douglas Beede 

Born 1922 
Quiet 

Mellow 
An Anchor  

 

The army called 
And he answered                                                  

Pain                                                   
Yelling 

      

Guns Firing 
Bombs 

World War 2                     
He never liked to  

Talk much about it 

2005 Society Poem Contest Winners 
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All three poems were read by the winners at the town dedication of the  
“Freedom Monument”, May 30, 2005 
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ing, it had once been the very hand-
some Lamprey Inn, run by Robert 
and Mary Lamprey, ably assisted by 
their sons Robert and Stewart who 
are still active members of the Soci-
ety today. After much debate, and 
some opposition, the Society bought 
the building and began the long, diffi-
cult process of bringing it into the 
21st century as a museum for the 
community. Without Vic Hamke, who 
devoted himself tirelessly and per-
sonally to this task, it would not have 
happened. In his final weeks and 
days, Vic keep moving the project 
forward and today it is nearly fin-
ished. 
 
   The main room of the old house, 
dating back to around 1820, with its 
handsome exposed hand-hewn 
beams, now houses many of the 
prized artifacts of the Historical Soci-
ety's connection. The room, which is 
the entire first floor of the original 
house, has been freshly plastered 
and painted, new wiring and track 
lighting has been installed and the 
original windows are being repaired. 
The first floor of the kitchen ell, a 
structure of similar vintage and of 
similar construction, also required a 
great deal of work. The kitchen ell, 
with no basement, must have been 
built separately and at some point 
attached to the main building; it 
needed a good foundation and sills to 
replace those that had rotted. Once 
that work was done, the Society, 
spending money as it came in from a 
variety of fundraising efforts, began 
the work of refinishing the room, 
again leaving the hand hewn beams 
exposed, and installing new wiring, 
heat, plumbing, lighting, and plaster 
walls that are now receiving their final 
coats of paint. A handicapped en-
trance is being installed in the back, 
leading directly to the parking lot. 
 
   The next phase is to rebuild the 
carriage house connecting the house 
with the barn, donated by the Laconia 
Savings Bank. The newly rebuilt car-
riage house, once a small barn or 
outbuilding that was used by the 

History Museum and Vic Hamke 
(Continued from page 1) 

Lampreys as a garage, will house the 
most sensitive elements of the Soci-
ety's collection. Since the original 
building was badly deteriorated it has 
been disassembled and will be rebuilt 
with new materials using some of the 
old beams. It will have modern wiring 
and heating.   
 
   There will be a direct connection 
between the rebuilt carriage house 
and the barn so that the entire first 
floor will be connected inside, with 
handicapped accessibility, modern 
plumbing and wiring, and climate con-
trol for the most sensitive artifacts. 
 
   Vic would be so proud. And the So-
ciety is beyond proud of Vic Hamke, 
who gave his all, even in his last days, 
for the renovation of the Lamprey 
Building. 
 
   The fundraising campaign, con-
ducted this summer with the help of a 
broad coalition of community mem-
bers, has continued to raise money to 
support the renovation work and as 
the final days of the project wind 
down, it is still bringing in the needed 
funds to finish this long, and ultimately 
wonderfully rewarding project. 
 
   For more information on the restora-
tion of the Lamprey Building or to con-
tribute to the capital campaign to sup-
port it, contact Steward Lamprey at 
253-7333.    

membership, many questions 
arose, so President Bruce Garry 
formed a Grange Committee to re-
search all the expected aspects of 
taking on the responsibilities of 
owning this historic property. The 
Grange Committee report, pre-
sented to the October meeting, con-
cluded that the annual costs would 
be manageable and the capital 
costs, for repairs and maintenance 
(which might be covered through 
grants and donations) would not be 
a heavy burden. The seven person 
committee had unanimously recom-
mended that the Society should 
attempt to acquire the Grange prop-
erty and that the Executive Board of 
the Historical Society should be au-
thorized to begin discussions with 
the Grange. The committee also 
recommended that, because it is so 
difficult to predict actual responsi-
bilies and uses for the Grange Hall, 
the Executive Board should seek an 
agreement with the Grange to ac-
quire the property without encum-
brances or restrictions. Committee 
Chairman Bill Depuy introduced a 
motion to that effect at the general 
meeting. After much discussion the 
motion was approved on a voice 
vote with no dissentions. 
 
During discussions on the motion, 
several members mentioned the 
strain on the membership caused 
by the heavy fundraising efforts, 
especially the annual Flea Market, 
and the frequent difficulty of finding 
volunteers to do the many tasks 
required in addition to fundraising, 
such as staffing and maintaining the 
buildings the Society owns or cares 
for: the Lamprey House, Town 
House, and the Middle Neck 
School. 
 
Throughout the discussion mem-
bers stated repeatedly and in differ-
ent ways, that the central reason 
the Society would consider acquir-
ing the Grange Hall would be to 
insure its preservation. Penny 
Batchelder, a society member and a 
professional architectural historian, 
called the building “a gem. We need 

(Continued on page 10) 

At its monthly meeting on October 11-
-the annual fall potluck supper with 
about 30 people in attendance--the 
Moultonborough Historical Society 
discussed the possible consequences 
and advantages of acquiring the 
Moultonboro Grange Hall, then voted 
to authorize the Executive Board to 
begin discussions toward acquiring 
that handsome, historic building. 
  
At its September meeting, when the 
subject was first introduced to the 

Society Votes to begin  
Discussions to Acquire the 
Moultonborough Grange  

By  Judy Ryerson 
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hikers wish to take the route up to 
the “saddle” between the two sum-
mits to see the site of the farm which 
supported three generations of the 
Cook family. Where there is now but 
a footpath, there was once a road 
sufficient for wagons to reach the 
farm, carrying visitors on the way to 
the celebrated viewpoint. 
 
   The other cellar holes which are 
seen on the trail to the fire tower be-
longed to the Ebenezer Horne family, 
built in 1828. Eben is said to have 
been a great natural mathematician, 
able to do complicated problems in 
his head despite a lack of formal 
education. His children and those of 
the Cook family attended a school 
near the Sibley Farm on Red Hill 
Road, and Charles Horne was en-
vied by his schoolmates because in 
the winter he could sled from home 
to the schoolhouse door. 
 
   Henry David Thoreau also climbed 
the peak on July 5, 1858, where he 
boiled water for tea, having carried it 
up the last half-mile, and enjoyed the 
view of “Winnipiseogee” and its is-
lands, Squam, and Chocorua and 
the Sandwich Mountains, which 
seemed “The boundary of civilization 
on that side, as indeed they are.” We 
note that he saw on the Ossipees, 
“smooth pastures around the base or 
extending partway up”, evidence of 
the farms that once existed on that 
now entirely wooded slope. The 
Sandwich Historical Society has pub-
lished the narrative of John G. Cook, 
a Cook family relative from Maine, 
who visited Red Hill on June 18, 
1850, borrowing a spy glass from the 
hotel in Moultonboro, with which the 
party observed the steamer “Lady of 
the lake” coming into port in Center 
Harbor. Another visitor was Samuel 
Adams Drake, who mentions his 
visit, sometime after the Civil War, in 
“The Heart of the White Mountains”, 
published in 1882. There are para-
graphs of florid descriptions of the 
views in many of the old guide 
books, which are most interesting to 
read, but space does not permit 

Red Hill: A History 
(Continued from page 4) 

quoting from them. 
 
   Thoreau’s visit inspired at least one 
of his readers, Elliott S. Allison, who 
climbed Red Hill after reading Tho-
reau’s account, and found the hill to 
possess “an individuality and charm 
which I could not forget.” Hence, fol-
lowing World War II service, he be-
came the watchman at the fire tower 
from 1946-1953, along with his wife, 
who arrived from England just prior 
to their first summer on the job. In an 
article published in “Appalachia” he 
wrote of indigo buntings, ospreys, 
bald eagles, chestnut-sided warblers 
and solitary vireos, plus myrtle war-
blers which hopped up the steps and 
into the cab of the fire tower, a gray 

tree frog which was seen 25 feet up 
the tower, blending in perfectly with 
the steel of the railing, and a fox 
which sniffed the groceries they were 
carrying up the hill one day when 
they met him on the trail. The natural 
beauty of the hill also appealed to 
Thomas Francis Sheridan, after 
whom Sheridan Road was named. 
He wrote a pamphlet in 1912 entitled 
“Red Hill Wanderings” in which he 
mentions the brilliant blue fringed 
gentian, a decidedly rare wildflower, 
at least currently. 
 
   William Henry Bartlett, 1809-1854, 
was a British landscape artist whose 

prints of scenic views in New England 
are still popular collector’s items to-
day. His book of “American Scenery”, 
published in 1840, included “Lake 
Winnipiseogee, From Red Hill”, which 
he must have visited in order to make 
the drawings for the finished illustra-
tion. He also drew the sawmill at the 
foot of Kanasatka, and a view of 
Meredith. 
 
   The fire tower on Red Hill replaced 
of an earlier wooden tower which 
stood on Mt. Israel in Sandwich from 
1912 to 1925. Ernest B. Dane, a well-
known summer resident of Center 
Harbor, offered to build a steel tower 
on Red Hill if the state would maintain 
it, and he paid the state the sum of 
$1,175.00 for the building of tower, 
cabin, and phone line, the steel being 
provided by the NH Structural Steel 
Company of Manchester. It was origi-
nally 27 feet high, raised to 37 feet in 
1972 with a lookout platform below 
the enclosed cab. The state closed 
the tower in 1981, and the summit 
property reverted to the Dane family. 
It was eventually leased to the town 
of Moultonboro so that Lakes Region 
Mutual Aid could continue to operate 
the tower, and it has been manned by 
Ed Maheux of the Moultonboro Fire 
Department for over 20 years. The 
tower was placed on the National 
Historic Lookout Register in 2003.The 
Lakes Region Conservation Trust 
bought the summit property in 2001, 
and also preserves 2,748 acres on 
the hill by deed or easement, thus 
maintaining the area for hikers and 
for the moose, bear, deer, and birds 
that call it home. 
 
   Various fires have been reported by 
the tower personnel, but one of the 
most significant was the 1985 fire that 
involved Red Hill itself. On April 28, 
1985, 262 acres were burned in an 
early spring brush fire that was bat-
tled by over 200 firefighters from 19 
towns. Ed and four hikers were on 
the summit, digging fire lines around 
the watchman’s cabin and outbuild-
ings, which were saved from the 
flames. Another outbreak of fire in 
1988 burned 316 acres. Both were 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Cefalo, Stephen                                             
Chesley, Elaine                                             
Choma, Christopher                                       
Christopher, Arthur & Foster, Linda                  
Churchill Jr., Richard & Maria                         
Cipolla, James                                              
Clark Jr., Robert Mr. & Mrs.                           
Cogswell, Gary & Joanne                               
Cohen, Sidney & Lois                                    
Conn, Charles & Karin                                   
Copper, Phil & Minny                                    
Cowan, Neil & Linda                                      
Cross, Richard & Valerie                                
Culver Jr., Edward & Susan                            
Currie, Glenn & Susanne                                 
Dalton, Sean & Julie C.                                           
Davis, Gerald & Katherine                              

Davis, Joel & Ruth 
DeForest, Abel Jr.,                                         
Demmer, William and Marie  
Dillman, Don & Marilyn                                  
Doretti, Robert & Carol  
Dover, Andra  
Duffield, Peter & Anne                                    
Dustin Jr., Cedric & Elinor                              
Ecker, David & Willavene                               
Edgar, Anthony & Beatrice                               
Emerson, Denley                                           
Eynon, Korb & Josette                                   
Fagan, John Jr. & Marilyn  
Farah, Robert & Barbara                                
Foster, Linda & Christopher, Arthur 
Fox-Corey, Kathy 
Frame, Richard & Marilyn                               
Freeto, Gail                                                   
Fulkerson, Allan & Judy                                 
Gardner, Barbara                                           
Gavan, Allan & Kathryn                                  
Gioioso, Ferrante & Carmelina                        
Gioioso, Luigi & Grazia                                  
Goodman, Frances                                        
Gordon, Nicholas & Elaine  
Gysan, Richard & Barbara                              
Hall, William                                                 
Hare, Peter & Dorothy                                    
Hartshorn, Ernestine 
Hatton, Cary & Marie 
Haynes, Arnold & Carol 
Hebeisen, John & Margaret 
Heinrich, George & Elisabeth 
Henderson, John & Joan 
Hoole, Richard & Susan 
Huston, Lee & Eleanor 

Huston, Randall & Mary 
Jacobs, Christine 
Jennings, William & Joyce 
Jeter, Russell & Kimberly 
Johnson, Walt & Lynda 
Jones, Brownie & Deborah 
Keyes, Mary  
Keylor, William & Rheta 
Kidd, Marshall & Ann 
Kingsbury, Wendy 
Knell, Warren & Mary 
Lacaillade, Jon 
Lee, Robert & Bertha 
Leighton, Brian & Brenda 
Litterst, Robert & Dawne 
Loker, David & Cynthia 
Lonergan, William & Jeannie 
Lovell, Kenneth & Eleanor 
Lynch, John & Janice 
Lynch, Stephen & Kathleen 
Lyon Sr., Elliot & Jean 
MacCarthur, Martin & Diane 
MacDonald, Rod 
Macisaac, Alexander & Bernadette  
Manfield, Ms. Jane  
Manuzzi, Vito & Minnie 
Maroun, Pasena 
Matz, Phoebe 
May, Peter & Eileen 
Maybee, David & Susanne 
Maynard, Ms. Barbara  
McCarthy Jr., Francis & Sheryl 
McClelland, Mr. & Mrs. George Jacquelyn 
McGinnes, Arthur 
McIntyre, Anna 
McLeod, Donald 

Normally we would include all the contact information for these new Members, but there is so many, which is fantastic, we have 
not included it here. If you need to contact any of these new members, please contact Fran Vincent (603) 253-6250 and she can 

help you contact a new member.  

We Welcome these New Members to the We Welcome these New Members to the   

Moultonborough Historical SocietyMoultonborough Historical Society  

   After 92 years of enjoying all that 
Moultonboro has to offer, Adele 
Victorine Ambrose Taylor passed 
away on Saturday, October 15 at 
Huggins Hospital in Wolfeboro. 
Moultonboro has been in existence 
since 1763, when the town was 
granted, a period of 242 years, so 

to have lived in town for over one-
third of that period of time qualifies 
as an historical accomplishment in 
itself. 
 

   She was born in the home of her 
grandparents, George and Adele 
(Jaclard) Blanchard, which stood 
on the site where the library was 
later built, where she presided for 
47 years. Graduating from Mere-
dith High School as class valedic-
torian in 1931, she married F. Les-
ter Taylor, who passed away in 
1969. She had a son, Richard L. 
“Snapper” Taylor, who passed 

away in 1993, and she is survived 
by a daughter, Gloria V. Plaisted, 
along with grandchildren Brian 
and Mark Plaisted, Deborah Tay-
lor, and  Eric and Stacy Taylor, 
plus eight great-grandchildren 
and one great-great-grandson. 
 

   She belonged to the Methodist 
Church in Moultonboro for 80 
years, the Grange for 60 years, 
the Women’s Club, Fifty-Plus 
Club of Meredith, worked at the 
Post Office from 1952-1972, 
wrote the town column for the 
Meredith News for 20 years, and 

Tribute to a Founding  
Society  Member: 
Adele V. Taylor 

By  Jane Rice 
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suspicious in origin and an arrest 
was eventually made. 
 
   Red Hill has been the home of 
two ski areas, the Red Hill Outing 
Club on the Sheridan Road side 
in Moultonboro, still in operation, 
and the Red Hill Ski Area, featur-
ing three rope tows, on the side 
toward Squam Lake, just off 
Range Road, which was operated 
by O. Rundle Gilbert in the 1950s. 
 
   A variety of trails enable hikers 
to visit the hill, including the less-
visited Sheridan Woods Trail, 
maintained by LRCT from the 
Sheridan Road trailhead, which 
summits the lower, southerly sum-
mit, which I have seen written of 
as the “Garland Summit”, an ap-
propriate name as it overlooks 
Garland Pond. Other place 
names of Red Hill include Watson 
Ledge on the eastern side, and 
High Pines, Low Pines, and 
Gravel Hill. The Sibley Fountain, a 
rocky basin to hold the waters of 
the Sibley spring for passersby to 
refresh themselves at the foot of 
the trail on the west side, was 
built by Lewis Sibley. 
 
   From the summit one may see a 
360-degree view, including Sand-
wich Dome, Mt. Israel, Passacon-
way, Paugus, and Mt. Chocorua; 
the Ossipee range, Copple 
Crown, Blue Job, Lake Win-
nipesaukee, the Belknap range 
from Mt. Major to Gunstock and 
Belknap, Pack Monadnock and 
Grand Monadnock, Mt. Kear-
sarge, Mt. Sunapee, Cardigan, 
Moosilauke, the Squam range, 
and much more. 
   Another way in which Red Hill 
has touched the history of the 
Lakes Region is through the his-
tory of the steamboat “Red Hill” 
one of the early steamboats on 
Winnipesaukee, or Winnipiseogee 
as it was spelled in those days. 
An 1853 map of Moultonboro des-
ignates Lee’s Mills as the Landing 
and Freight House of the Steamer 

Red Hill: A History 
(Continued from page 7) 

Red Hill.” The “Red Hill” was a 
scow-type side-wheeler built by the 
Red Hill Steamboat Company to 
carry both passengers and freight. 
One of the most detailed accounts 
we have in Moultonboro Historical 
Society files is an undated clipping 
from the Laconia Citizen newspa-
per which refers to Franklin resi-
dent Walter Smith, aged 75 at the 
time the story was published, who 
remembered his father and grand-
father telling him about the “Red 
Hill”, and about the explosion which 
brought its career to a close. It 
would be a nice project for some-
one to work on, to look at the Citi-
zen on microfilm and find the other 
articles which are mentioned in the 
clipping we do have, especially the 
picture that apparently was pub-
lished. 
 
   However, the details we do know 
are as follows: Walter Smith’s fam-
ily lived in the “Mount Hunger” sec-

tion of Moultonboro, not far from 
Lee’s Mills. His father, George 
Washington Smith, was 13 years of 
age in 1855, and with his father, 
“Shaker Jerry” Smith of Shaker 
Jerry Road fame, was on board the 
“Red Hill” for its free trial run in 
May, 1855. Some of the men on 
board were using pike poles to turn 
the boat around in the outlet of the 
Red Hill River where it had been 
built, when it became lodged on 
semi-submerged logs and listed to 
one side. The fire was going in the 
firebox, and when the boat lurched 
back onto an even keel, the water 
in the boiler rushed across and hit 
the hot tubes on what had tempo-
rarily been the dry side of the 
boiler, causing an explosion which 
blew the boiler through the deck 
and over a house, landing in the 
woods, according to witnesses. 
Both Mr. Smith’s father and grand-
father were injured, but survived to 
tell of their remarkable experiences. 

 
   In a variation on the story told by Walter 
Smith, Edward Blackstone’s “Farewell 
Old Mount Washington” states that the 
explosion took place on May 23, 1853, 
and that the boat had already proved un-
satisfactory as a passenger boat, so was 
being used for freight and towing. He also 
states that she was built in 1853, so it 
hardly seems that there would have been 
time for her to have been tried out as a 
passenger boat, if the explosion took 
place in May, 1853. This may be a ques-
tion of a simple typographical error, if Mr. 
Smith’s date of 1855 is correct. In “Three 
Centuries on Winnipesaukee” author Paul 
Blaisdell states that the “Red Hill” was an 
excursion boat of 150 passenger capac-
ity, was found to be “cranky” in a strong 
wind, was a failure financially, and was 
scrapped. Both books agree that the ma-
chinery was removed and sold, eventu-
ally winding up on a river steamer in 
China. The “History of Merrimack and 
Belknap Counties”, by D.M. Hurd, adds 
still another confusing detail, stating that 
the explosion took place in Alton Bay, 
and that remnants of the hull can still be 
seen there, though our friend Mr. Smith 
says they could still be seen in the Red 
Hill River at Lee’s Mills circa 1930. Hurd’s 
history also states that “This boat was of 
rather uncouth architecture, and built for 
the trade between the Mills and Alton 
Bay. The hull of this boat was modeled 
something like that of a scow. She was 
very laborious in her movements.” 
 
   Red Hill has given its name to the Red 
Hill River, mentioned above, which origi-
nates in Red Hill Pond in Sandwich, the 
outlet stream of which flows down 
through Center Sandwich, through the 
fairgrounds, and meets Montgomery 
Brook, the two merging to become the 
Red Hill River, which incidentally was the 
site on an early brick kiln, which was de-
scribed in this year’s publication by the 
Sandwich Historical Society. There is 
also a Red Hill, with a fire tower, in the 
Adirondack region of New York. 
 
   Foliage time is a great time to visit this 
historic and scenic location, and we hope 
that this article will start you on the way to 
an increased appreciation of the history 
that pertains to this popular hiking desti-
nation. 
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to save every old building we can 
on the main street,” she said, “to 
help preserve the character of the 
town.” Bill Depuy said forcefully, 
“this is our mission, this is our 
charter, this is why we exist--to 
identify and preserve the most 
important aspects of our past for 
the future.” 
 
The building that is now the 
Grange Hall, according to Moul-
tonboro Grange Master Beverly 
Person, has occupied its promi-
nent place in the center of Moul-
tonboro Corner since the 1850s. 
Its origins before that are cloudy, 
but there is a suggestion it was 
moved across the ice, as so many 
buildings then were, from Melvin 
Village. From the 1850s to the 
1890s it served as a tavern, inn 
and coach stop for the stage 
coach traveling from Concord to 
Conway. The Moultonboro 
Grange acquired the building in 
1894, one year after the group 
was organized, paying $250 for 
the building and land, according 
to Mrs. Person who has exten-
sively researched the history of 
the Moultonboro Grange and its 
building. “Many years of hard 
work followed to pay for it. Ten 
dollar notes were taken out by 
members and as soon as the 
treasury had $10, the names of 
the holders were put in a hat and 
a name drawn out, and this con-
tinued until the debt was paid.” 
Over the years the Grange--which 
functioned as an educational and 
social hub of town—held many 
fundraisers, according to Mr. Per-
son, “oyster stew suppers—the 
members went by horse and 
buggy to the seacoast to get the 
oysters--Strawberry Festivals, 
Harvest Fair and Supper, three 
act plays by the drama club done 
in the winter and presented at the 
surrounding towns as far away as 
Conway.” 
 
The Grange was a careful custo-
dian of its property and the build-

Moultonborough Grange 
(Continued from page 6) 

ing is structurally in very good con-
dition. Originally heated by stoves, 
the Grange installed “central heat-
ing” in 1921. By some called the 
“Octopus”, it is a very large round 
wood-burning furnace which takes 
up a good portion of the first floor 
with pipes radiating out, like the 
tentacles of an octopus, to deliver 
heat to the upper floor, which con-
tains the magnificent ceremonial 
hall. That room also has a stage 
that was, and could again be, the 
site of many entertaining perform-
ances. 
 
Two privies, added in 1941 and still 
functional, are attached to the rear 
of the building and accessed off the 
side entrance. Water is drawn from 
the well on the adjacent Foss Insur-
ance Agency property. The Grange 
has electricity that was first in-
stalled in 1917. But it is the fact that 
the building was never fully mod-
ernized that makes it so valuable, 
especially from a historical per-
spective. Despite the various im-
provements over the years, the 
exterior and interior retain their 19th 
century integrity. 
 
The now small membership of the 
Moultonborough Grange feels it 
can no longer properly care for its 
wonderful building or put it to pro-
ductive use, yet it feels strongly that 
the Hall should be preserved and 
used for community purposes. The 
Historical Society, because of its 
strong community presence and 
record of preservation, seemed the 
appropriate local group to take the 
building and create for it the best 
possible future. The Historical Soci-
ety members, who have voted to 
begin discussions with the Grange 
about acquiring the building, obvi-
ously feel that way too. 
 
Anyone interested in learning more 
about the Grange Hall, in becoming 
a member of the Society, or in con-
tributing to its many projects, 
should write to PO Box 659, Moul-
tonborough NH 03254, or call Judy 
Ryerson, 253-7333 

was a charter member of our Historical 
Society when it began in 1957, one of the 
last still remaining in town. She was al-
ways interested in meeting people, and 
thousands of people, residents and sum-
mer folk alike, must have received a 
cheerful greeting from her when they en-
countered her at the post office or the 
library. She was very good at remember-
ing names and faces, always interested 
in hearing the news from folks she hadn’t 
seen lately. She didn’t miss much that 
happened here in those 92 years, and if 
we knew a fraction of what she knew 
about the town we’d really have some 
history. She was a living answer to the 
question that people from “away” used to 
ask about what people in small towns far 
from the bright lights do all winter. 
 

   She will be remembered by hundreds 
whose lives she touched, especially with 
all she did at the library to make it a wel-
coming and friendly place to find good 
books and visit with friends and 
neighbors. That quality really impressed 
me when I first became a library patron 
here, and hopefully it will remain that way 
for many more years. The children’s room 
that was created following the 1991 li-
brary addition was named in her honor 
with a permanent bronze plaque, and 
there is also a trust fund that will ensure 
that books are bought in her memory in 
the future, most appropriate since the 
establishment of permanent trust funds 
was always one of her pet projects as 
librarian.   
 

   She was also involved with the United 
Methodist Women for many years and 
gave much time and effort to their good 
works. As recently as last summer she 
was out in the church parking lot on a hot 
day working for the Church Fair-at the 
Book Table, of course. Working with her 
at the library from 1983-1992 was cer-
tainly a turning point in my life, and I am 
thankful to have known her. 

Adele V. Taylor 
(Continued from page 8) 
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Rev. and Mrs. Frank Greene  - Phone 
#524-2871 
 

Address changes: 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Foster 
9140 SE  l55 Place 
Summerfield, FL  34491 
 
Mrs. Helen Ward 
RR 1   Box 374Z7 

Corrections to the 2005-

2006 

Yearbook 

Bronze 
Ciulla, Mr. Anthony 
Heath, Mr. and Mrs. George & Theresa 
Mann, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Ringelstein, Todd & Sandra  
Tauggis, Mr. and Mrs. Eric & Marlene 
Wambolt, Alden 
 

Silver 
Pearce, Arthur & Mary 
Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Richard & Lois 
Thomas, Ms. Priscilla 
 

Gold 
Bolton, Eugene & Joyce 
 

Life 
Cassidy, Mrs. Pat 
Davis, Ron 
Demmer, William  
Doretti, Robert  
Heiderer, Dawn 
Henderson, John 
Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. Kevin & Lucy 
Matz, Phoebe 
Smart, Ms. Paula  
Smith, Paul 
Stevenson, Bayne 
 
Century 2l Lakes Region Realty  
Dreamakers, LLC 

New 

Bronze-Gold 

Members 

We Welcome the Support of these We Welcome the Support of these   

Community Businesses who have become So-Community Businesses who have become So-

ciety Membersciety Members  
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Camp Robindel for Girls 
Century 2l Lakes Region Realty 
Cormack Builders, Inc. 
Dreamakers, LLC 
Elan Publishing Co, Inc.  
Fuller’s Convenience Store, Inc. 
Hodge Insurance  
Lakes Region Computers, LLC 
Meadow Pond Animal Hospital, LLC 
Miracle Farms Landscape Cont. 

Moultonborough Self Storage, Inc. 
Nungesser & Hill Attorneys at Law 
R. D. Miller Pump Co. 
Roth Artesian Well Co., Inc. 
Skys The Limit Consignment Corp. 
The Beach Foundation  
Thomas & Son Artesian Well Co., Inc. 
Van Adriance, Carpenter 
West Point of Long Island Assoc, Inc. 

McNerney, Brian & Cyntha 
Meader,  Gary & Susan 
Meador, Lawrence 
Metzger, Henry & Deborah  
Milne, Anne Dwyer 
Morison, Sherry 
Moses, Robert 
Mullan, James 
Murphy Jr., Thomas & Jean 
Ottenberg MD., Perry & June 
Page, Robert & Aimee 
Parker, David & Tiampo Janet 
Parsons, John & Carolyn 
Patenaude, Robert & Marilyn 
Patterson, Chris 
Pearce, Arthur & Mary 
Perra, Salvatore 
Peters, Doug & Christine Consales 
Plumley, Richard & Margaret 
Pope, Frank & Pauline 
Reiter, Gilbert & Pauline  
Rich, Frederick & Judith 
Richards, Peter 
Roca, Alexander & Claudette  
Roche, Marion 
Rosenblatt, Robert & Sheila 
Rowe, Kenneth & Florence  
Ryan, John & Lorraine 
Sacco, Linda 
St. Pierre, Craig 
Salas, R. Pito 
Samaha, Gregory & Marie 
Sanders, Jeanne 
Schmidt, Paul & Jean 
Selleck, Margaret 
Shaw Jr., Robert & Anne 
Sherrerd, John 
Slicker, Clyde & Mary Lou 
Small, Raymond & Marie 
Smith MD, Robert & Estelle 
Smith, Nancy 

(Continued from page 8) Smith, Paul & Carole  
Spence, Robert & Linda 
Spindler MD, Henry & Jean 
Starkey, Peter & Barbara 
Stephens, Robert & Mary Helen 
Stevenson, Bayne 
Stockman, Dorothy 
Stoddard,  Jim & Ellie 
Stone, Philip & Janet 
Strople, Peter & Judith 
Taft, Paul 
Teich, Andrew & Laurie 
Tilton, Tom & Becky 
Tocco, Anthony & Barbara 
Toczko, Alexander & Mildred 
Tompkins, Dennis & Marianne  
Tower, Harry & Bonnie 
Tuttle, Robert & Linda 
Tyler, Charles & Kerry 
Vail, Mr. and Mrs. Timothy 
Vanerhoef, Brian & Florence 
Veracka, Eugene & Dorothy  
Vittum, Alan & Sally 
Wallace, Robert Jr. & Gabriele 
Walsh, Michael & Winfred 
Wardlaw, Lisa  
Watson, Daniel & Edna  
Whitley, Douglas & Laura 
Winkle, Peter & Prudence 
Wirth, Peter & Linda 
Woodberry, Loretta  
Woodworth, Robert & Dorothy 
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Membership Fees 
 

Student        $  2.00/Yr. 
Individual        8.00/Yr. 
Family            15.00/Yr 
Life               100.00 
 

To Join Please Contact : 
 

Fran Vincent 
(603) 253-6250  


